June 25, 1990
Final Text

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OF THE LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION CALLING
FOR LEGISLATIVE REFORMS IN THE LEGAL SERVICES PROGRAM
(Offered by Ms. Pullen)

WHEREAS, the Board of the Legal Services Corporation has
heard extensive testimony and been supplied with numerous
documents concerning certain practices of some legal services
grantees; and,

WHEREAS, the Honorable William McCollum and the Honorable
Charles Stenholm, distinguished Members of the United States
Congress, have appeared before the Board at their own request
seeking our understanding and support for their legal services
reform effort in the Congress; and,

WHEREAS, the Board is committed to focusing the 1limited
resources entrusted to it by the American people on the
recognized needs of indigent clients; and,

WHEREAS, the Board is troubled by evidence presented to it
that some programs receiving the support of the Corporation are
involved in activities prohibited by Congress or disapproved of
by this Board, including abortion activities, redistricting and
other political activities, and the defense of drug dealers 1in
poor neighborhoods; and,

WHEREAS, the Board is concerned that without 1legislated
reform, some legal services programs receiving the support of
the Corporation will continue to be involved in questionable
activities; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the Board of Directors of the Legal Services
Corporation supports in principle the proposals for reform,
reserving judgment on the specific details of these proposals
until such time as individual Board members have had an
opportunity to understand the details fully; and, be it further

RESOLVED, that the Board authorizes the Corporation's staff
to provide technical assistance regarding reform to Members of
Congress and Congressional staff upon their request. However,
the Corporation's staff shall make clear to those it assists that
the rendering of such technical assistance should not be
construed as an endorsement of any particular reform measure on
the part of the Legal Services Corporation or its Board of
Directors.

(Note: This resolution was adopted by the Board of Directors on
a 7-1 roll call vote. Board members Collins, Love, Wittgraf,
Pullen, Guinot, Hall and Wolbeck voted in favor of the
resolution; Mr. Dana voted in opposition to it).



